
Rooster

Published by
The

Cursillo Movement
of the

Rockford Diocese

Editor
Bobbie Genovese

Graphic Design
Sam Genovese

Send articles or information to:
rgenovese@themediactr.com

Phone 815-459-8589

"Something Worth Crowing About"

   Summer 2004
www.natl-cursillo.org/rockford

THE  ROCKFORD

Is Cursillo still relevant in
our culture?
By Mike VanSistine Lay Director

You may think this is a pretty stupid question for the Lay Director to ask, but with the
fast paced material world we live in, how many of our brothers and sisters seated next
to us in the pews each week would answer no.  How many would say, “I don’t have
time to take that many days off for a retreat, and then to get together for group reunion-
ultreya-school of leaders. Are you crazy! When would I have the time, I could never find
the time.”

And even on the inside of the Cursillo family it is a struggle many times to stay true to
the founder’s purpose and method.  I believe in part this is a struggle against corner
cutting, a lack of knowledge, and often times a lack of humility. It’s human nature I
guess to want our work to be meaningful, want to make a mark.  Ultimately though,
when every one puts their finger marks on the method it can get pretty murky, and less
effective.  The motivation in many cases is to try to make the method more relevant to
our society, to our times.  After all, way back when it was formed they must have had a
lot of spare time to spend at all this, right?   I know they didn’t work for people like my
boss who wants everything now, or try to keep up with running the kids between soccer
and dance class, etc, etc.....

And in my conversations with church leaders I have heard on numerous occasions “I
didn’t realize Cursillo was still going, I thought that died out.”  At times it seems that
we are up against insurmountable odds, up against a world that demands so much of
us, a world full of activities and busyness that we would have no time or energy for a
movement that is so intricate and takes such a high level of commitment. Cursillo, if
truly lived out, does take time, commitment, and perseverance.  It takes a commitment
to piety, study, and action.  It takes a commitment to a relationship with Christ, and to
those that he has put you in touch with at home, work and the rest of the areas of your
life.  And in the end it produces Apostles worthy to be called His followers.

At times it seems like the difference made is so small when you look around at the
world, and the odds of winning over souls seems like an impossible task.  In the words
of Josemaria Escriva in The Furrow, “An indispensable requirement in the apostolate is
faith, which is often shown by constancy in speaking about God, even though the fruits
are slow to appear.  If we persevere and carry on in the firm conviction that our Lord
wills it, signs of a Christian revolution will appear around you everywhere.  Some will
follow the call, others will take their interior life seriously, and others-the weakest-will at
least be forewarned.”

ANNUAL PICNIC:
 Sunday, July

11,2004

Those we live and work with hear a lot of meaningless noise, and they need those who
are willing to do what it takes to bring Christ to them, to be Christ to them.  That is no
light commitment.  Cursillo is not just relevant, but it is necessary and one of the most
necessary Ministries a person could commit to.



All Cursillo Weekends are held at
St. Mary's Community Center

Oregon, Illinois
Directions: Take Rt. 64 to Oregon. Parish Center is  on Rt. 64 at Mongan Drive, a mile west of town on the north side of the road.

Emergency Phone for Cursillo Weekends
Friday 814-732-2234

Saturday & Sunday 815-732-7883

Gifts to Cursillo
Contact Treasurer Bob Novack at 630-892-7252 to celebrate a special occasion, honor a loved one or include Cursillo in your will.

Cursillo Prayer List
Send prayer requests via email to Marty Lachat at mlhome@netzero.net

WHAT: CURSILLO ANNUAL PICNIC
WHEN: Sunday, July 11,2004

1:00 - 5:00 PM

WHERE: The Church of Holy Apostles
5211 W. Bull Valley Road, 2 miles west of Rt. 31

McHenry, Illinois

What to bring: yourselves, your family, a dish to pass, chairs, your own tableware and
soft drinks, juice, water,etc.  We will provide: hot dogs, brats, hamburgers,

buns, games, prizes, fun, faith and friends!

Mass will be celebrated at 4:00 PM

 RSVP: Milica/John Glaw   815-344-2074 or

Maureen/Lee Redmer 262-767-1248

Please RSVP by July 3,2004 to be sure no one goes hungry and we have enough prizes for games.



 English Men's Weekend
October 21-24, 2004

English Women's Weekend
November 11-14, 2004

          Rector                      Assistant Rector
Tom Wright                 Dan Wright
630-844-3285                630-859-0781

Team Meeting Dates

Fall 2004 CURSILLOS
at St. Mary's in Oregon

  Rectora       Assistant Rectora
          Bonnie Scullion                Tricia Aurand
           630-377-1028          630-232-9305

Unless otherwise noted, all Team Meetings are from 1 pm to 4 pm at
the Newman Center, 512 Normal Rd, DeKalb, IL  815-787-7770

Team Meeting Dates
Sept. 12     Sept. 19    Oct. 3

Oct. 17    Oct. 24 (in Oregon)

 Aug.29    Sept. 12    Sept. 19
Oct. 3 (in Oregon)    Oct. 10

VATICAN CITY, JUNE 11, 2004. The Cursillo movement, a
Christian renewal effort that started in 1949 in Spain and
spread worldwide, was recognized officially by the Holy See.

This movement received the decree of recognition today
during the course of a Liturgy of the Word, at the headquar-
ters of the Pontifical Council for the Laity, presided over by
Archbishop Stanislaw Rylko.

Among those attending were leaders of the movement's
four international groups, as well as bishops from several
countries.

The Cursillo movement is present in 60 countries, with a
following of some 5 million. The basic idea of the Cursillo, or
"little course," is a three-day retreat for those seeking God to
whom the fundamental truths of the Christian faith are
proclaimed.

The first Cursillo was held from Jan. 7-10, 1949, on the island
of Majorca, the fruit of the commitment of Catholic Action
youth who had made a pilgrimage to Santiago de
Compostela in the Marian year of 1948.

The Cursillos spread so rapidly. Within five years, Cursillos
were held in all the continents.

At a May 2002 meeting with Cursillo representatives, John
Paul II encouraged the process of discernment that led to
today's decree.

Holy See Officially
Recognizes
Cursillos

2004
July 11 Annual Cursillo Picnic at

                                        Holy Apostles in McHenry

July 27 Secretariat Meeting; elections for

                                        School of  Leaders

October 21-24 Men's English Weekend

November 11-14 Women's English Weekend

2005
April 7 - 10 Men's Spanish Weekend

April 21 - 24 Men's English Weekend

May 12 - 15 Women's Spanish Weekend

May 19 - 22 Women's English Weekend

October 13 - 16 Men's Spanish Weekend

October 20 - 23 Men's English Weekend

November 3 - 6 Women's Spanish Weekend

November 10 - 13 Women's English Weekend

Fall Cursillos To Kick Off
With Luncheon

There will be a kickoff meeting/luncheon on July 25 at
St. Charles Borromeo parish in Hampshire. It will be
a pot-luck luncheon scheduled from 1:00 to 3:00 pm.
Anyone who is planning on attending the fall
weekend is invited. For more information, please call
Donna Mancini at 815-923-4029.



70 people convened at Bishop Lane Retreat

Center in February to hear presentations by the

Cursillo movement's Region V leadership. The

purpose of the weekend was to inform and

educate Cursillo leaders, and those who want

to make the Cursillo their apostolate, on the

fundamentals of the Movement.

Cursillo de Cursillo
Leaders Workshop

The Workshop, presented by a team of six from

Illinois, Indiana and Michigan, included talks on

the the fundamental ideas of the founders of the

Movement, its place in the Church and society,

and the recommended structure of the Move-

ment. Song, prayer and animated discussions

were characteristic of the 2-day event.



Name

Address

City                            State                  Zip

New Post-Cursillo Chairperson
Joins Secretariat
My name is Maureen Redmer and I am privileged to

be the new Chairperson of the Post Cursillo on the

Secretariat for the Rockford Diocese Cursillo. I live

in Walworth County, Wisconsin. I’m married to

Standley (most of you know him as Lee); we cel-

ebrated our 33rd anniversary in May. We have a

daughter Tiffany (30) married to Tim Fruehe, living

in Washburn, WI. (400 mi. North of everywhere on

Lake Superior), with our grandson Tommy (10) and

granddaughter Maddy (7). Our second daughter,

Julie Diane, died of SIDS in 1979. She would have

been 25 last October. Our older son, Brad (almost

23) is married to Amanda. They live in Burlington,

Wisconsin, with our granddaughter Lexi (3) and

grandson Travis (1).

I have been living the Cursillo method since making

my weekend in November, 1987. We lived in Crystal

Lake at the time which is why I’m involved with the

Rockford Diocese Cursillo. When we moved to

Wisconsin almost 8 years ago, we found that the

Cursillo movement is not active here, so I was

blessed to be allowed to stay involved in Illinois.

I’ve been attending Secretariat meetings for about

two years and am honored to have been named

Post Cursillo Chair, as I feel this area is key to

keeping the movement alive and well. I hope to

see many of you over the next few months as I

attend all the area Ultreyas at least once, to meet

you and work with you to increase attendance and

perhaps see if we can add a couple of more

Ultreyas over the next year or so. One of my main

responsibilities is to foster the growth of the

Ultreyas. My goal is to have a current list of all

small groups w/dates and times they meet and a

contact person so that we could offer this infor-

mation to the new Cursillistas when they start

their Fourth Day. My other goal is to have all

Table Leaders contact their Table Family mem-

bers within a month of their weekend, encourag-

ing them to attend a local Ultreya and find a small

group. This is also the Sponsor’s responsibility,

but I believe the personal contact from their Table

Leaders can have an added impact on the new

Cursillistas' Fourth Day.

I am blessed to have committee members Milica

Glaw and Barb Dinkelman to assist me. Together

we are planning the yearly Cursillo Picnic, which

will be July 11 this year. –(See the information

elsewhere in the Rooster.)

Please feel free to contact me with any questions/

suggestions, especially regarding Ultreyas. My

phone number is 262-767-1248.

God’s richest blessings and de Colores,

Maureen Redmer

Mailing List Update
If you wish to be removed from our mailing
list please complete the following and mail
to:

Al Fulton



Aurora - 3rd Thursday each month.  7:00 pm. at The Compounder offices, 575 W. Illinois Ave. Contact: Larry &
Pat Frieders 630-897-9770.

Aurora - 2nd Sunday each month. 7:00 pm. Bilingual at St. Rita of Cascia. Contact: Felix & Adamy Martinez
 630-896-0354.

Geneva - 2nd Friday each month. 7:00 pm at St. Peter's. Contact: Ken & Tricia Aurand
630-232-9305.

Mt. Carroll  - 1st Saturday each month, 7 pm. Usually at  SS John & Catherine,occasionally at a home. Contact:
Arnie & Phyllis Getz 815-684-5561.

Rockford - 1st Saturday each month, 7:00 pm at St. Bridget's Parish. Contact:  Jim & Patty Goebel
8115-877-5034

Sterling/Rock Falls - 1st Sunday each month, 7 pm. St. Mary’s Parish Center. Contact: Bill Wolff
 815-438-4252.

Area Ultreyas

Secretariat
Fourth Tuesday of each month, 7:30 pm, at Newman Center in DeKalb.

All are welcome!
The Secretariat of the Rockford Diocese helps the Cursillo Movement to function and achieve its purpose. It is
charged by the Bishop to implement the Movement properly according to norms and guidelines established by
the National Secretariat. All Cursillistas are urged to support the Secretariat by prayer and palanca.

Spiritual Director          Rev. Bob Sherry          815-385-5673       apostles@mc.net
Lay Director- English       Mike Van Sistine         815-885-4192      mvansistine@yahoo.com
Lay Director - Spanish     Frank Navarro            630-892-0893      Cachis1999@aol.com
Secretary                         Al Fulton                     630-879-2806       fulton630@cs.com
Treasurer                        Bob Novack               630-892-7252       bnovack@Hellerfin.com

Ralph Carlson is the webmaster for the Rockford Cursillo web site.   URL is:   http://www.natl-cursillo.org/rockford/

Send email to Ralph [recarlson@comcast.net] and copy Al Fulton [fulton630@aolcom].   Also send any additional information or links that would be
useful on the site.

Elections for School of Leaders July 27

Elections will be held at the next Secretariat meeting July 27, which will take place at the Newman Center in DeKalb.
The meeting starts at 7:30 pm and all are welcome!


